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12-195 ORLEANS EAS.791 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 90 Schoolhouse Road 

Historic Name: Minnie Cole Cottage 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: 1931-32 


Source: deeds, historic newspapers 
Style/Form: Summer Cottage 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


Wall/Trim: vinyl clapboard/viny| 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Two-car garage 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
South fagade reconfigured, rear dormer added, 
vinyl siding added, window sash replaced, 
late 20" c. 


Condition: fair 
Moved: no] yes] Date: 
Acreage: 0.46 


Setting: The property borders on open space associated 
with the Cape Cod National Seashore and is part of a 
residential subdivision created from land once associated 
with it. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Minnie Cole Cottage, built ca. 1932, is one-story wood frame summer cottage that was extensively altered in the late 20" 
century. The house has a gable roof with an original shed dormer on the south side (the front fagade) and a shed dormer added 
to the north side. The south facade, which probably had a center entrance facade, was altered by the addition of a shed roof 
wing fronted by an oriel window and a sliding glass patio door opening on an open deck. A small wing was added to the west 
end, which contains the current entrance to the house. A shed roof wing on the north side may have originated as a porch, a 
portion of which exists on the west end. The house has been sided with vinyl clapbboards and window sash have been replaced. 
A wood frame, front-gable two-car garage is located off the north east corner of the house. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

On 7 November 1931, Eastham farmer Roger Delwin Cole conveyed a quarter-acre parcel on the east side of Schoolhouse 
Road to his sister Minnie. About a week earlier the Hyannis Patriot had reported, ““Work on the new house for Miss Minnie Cole 
of Norwood has been begun. The house is to be on School road, just off Nauset Road.” The next August, Minnie Cole spent the 
month “in her new home.”' 


The Coles were the two children of Eastham farmer Austin Everett Cole (1859-1928) and his first wife Eulalia Savage Cole 
(1862-1902), who married in 1883. Minnie Cecilia Cole was born the next year, and Roger Delwin was born in 1897. From 1904 
the Austin Cole family lived in the former Philander Shaw house at 20 Salt Pond Road (EAS.115), and by 1920 Roger was 
working on his father’s truck farm and by the mid-1930s was one of the town’s largest asparagus and turnip growers. Minnie 
attended East Greenwich Academy in Rhode Island, a private Methodist boarding school, and by 1906 she was teaching on 
Block Island. She later taught in Raynham and by 1926 secured her teaching position in Norwood, where she remained for the 
rest of her working life. She often visited her brother in Eastham, though it is unclear where; by the late 1930s Austin Cole 
owned a house on Schoolhouse Road. In 1928 the Hyannis Patriot stated that Roger Cole “is having some improvements made 
in his home having a kitchen made out of the dining room. His sister, Minnie Cole, is going to have the old kitchen moved off 
from the house end and addition put on for a small bungalow.” This is probably what Cape newspapers referred to as 
Crossways, where Minnie Cole stayed and entertained guests from 1928 through 1930.? The 1929 directory lists her as a 
summer resident on Locust Road, though the newspapers in 1930 states that Crossways was on King’s Highway. In 1928 Roger 
and Minnie Cole deeded their interest in their father’s house and five acres to his second wife, Harriet Mudge Nickerson, and it is 
possible that both Roger and Minnie were living on part of their father’s Salt Pond Road property; that would account for 
identifying Crossways as on both Locust Road and State Highway. 


In 1942 Roger Cole and his family moved to Middleborough, and in 1949 Minnie Cole sold the 90 Schoolhouse Road house and 
its quarter-acre to lver Norman Johnson of West Roxbury; Roger Cole sold fifteen adjacent acres to Johnson on the same day.? 
Born in Dedham in 1915, Johnson was the son of Swedish immigrant machinist Conrad Axel Johnson and his wife Emma 
Westlund, also native to Sweden. He grew up in Boston, attended Norwich University in Vermont, and by 1940 was working as 
an insurance clerk. He served in the Army’s Office of Strategic Services during World War Il. In 1952 he was living with his 
parents in Eastham when he married Eileen M. Jamieson of Harwich, whose parents, Thomas G. and Helen Jamieson, ran the 
Robin Hood Inn in the 1920s and 1930s and later Robin Hood Farm in Harwich. Johnson, who acquired numerous other parcels 
in Eastham and Orleans, subdivided the Cole property in 1949 and again in 1955, while he sold 90 Schoolhouse Road and its lot 
to Gordon D. and Harriet F. Brooke. The Brookeses transferred their title to a trustee for their children in 1963, and three years 
later the trustee sold 90 Schoolhouse House to Donald E. and Harriet F. Emond.* Born in 1935 in Eastham, Donald Elmer 


1 Roger D. Cole to Minnie C. Cole, Norwood, 7 November 1931, BCD 487:130; “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 29 October 1931, 10; “Eastham,” 
ibid., 8 September 1932, 2. 
? Minnie Cole also owned a cottage on Great Pond Road, which she sold in 1935 to Trueman Brewer; Hyannis Patriot, 25 April 1935, 8. 
3 Minnie C. Cole to Iver N. Johnson, West Roxbury, 29 July 1949, 728:243; Roger D. Cole to Iver N. Johnson, 29 July 1949, BCD 728:244. 
4 Iver N. Johnson, West Roxbury, to Gordon D. and Harriet F. Brooke, 11 May 1955, BCD 907:398; Gordon D. and Harriet F. Brooke to 
Richard O. Staff, trustee for Darlene Brooke, Gary Robert Broooke and Craig Alan Brooke, 13 May 1963, BCD 1203:572; Richard O. Staff, 
trustee, to Donald E. and Harriet F. Emond, 26 August 1966, BCD 1346:17. 
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Emond was one of seven children of Curtis J. Emond, a mechanic from Southington, Connecticut, and his wife Marion E. 
Southard, who moved to Eastham in 1929. Donald Emond and his wife Harriet, who married in 1955, placed the property in trust 
in 2002, and the Emond Family Nominee Trust was the owner of record in 2020.° 
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5 Donald E. and Harriet F. Emond to Donald E. Emond and Harriet F. Emond, trustees Emond Family Nominee Trust, 90 Schoolhouse Road, 
19 November 2002, BCD 15979:174. The 90 Schoolhouse Road house is depicted on “Plan of Land in Eastham Mass. Property of Iver N. 
Johnson,” November 1949, BCP 90:121, and on Lot 1 of “Subdivision of Land in Eastham, Mass. Belonging to Iver N. Johnson,” June 1955, 
BCP 122:115. 
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The 90 Schoolhouse Road house and its its garage are shown at upper left on ‘JOhABOR' Ss "1949 plan (BCP 90: 421) and on 
unnumbered lot amid Johnson’s 22-lot subdivision in 1955 (BCP 122:115) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NW. 
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